NO. 3 RECORD a unique collection of magnetic compasses which was begun in 1837 for the benefit of the Admiralty committee which set up the Compass Department and had been added to over the years. Later, during the war, May took every opportunity to obtain examples of foreign compasses from our allies and, in due course, from German and Japanese sources. In 1969 he was concerned with the transfer of this unique collection to its present more logical home at the National Maritime Museum.
May himself left the ACO to become Deputy Director of the National Maritime Museum in 1951, a post for which his talents as a marine historian made him ideally suited and which he held until shortly before his sixty-ninth birthday. During this time he was responsible for the administration of the Museum and, curatorially, for the restoration of the Octagon Room and of Flamsteed House, the seventeenth-century Royal Observatory building which was opened by the Queen in i960.
In spite of his prodigious output of articles, there is still much of May's research material from the Public Record Office and historical libraries which, although never published, constitutes a valuable source of sifted data. It is now held by the National Maritime Museum. He was the author of three books on compass subjects as well as an authoritative History of Marine Navigation (1973) and the magnificently produced Swords for Sea Service (1970) -possibly the definitive treatise on the subject.
In 1947 May was one of the founder members of the Institute of Navigation and was elected into Fellowship two years later. He was also a very keen skier and continued his winter-sporting holidays until well into his seventies.
In 1924 
